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Love in Action 
 

 

Adapted from Catholic Social Teaching: Scripture Guide 

 

 

Catholic Social 
Teaching 

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE  

 

CHARITABLE WORKS 

Removes the root causes that attack human 

dignity, oppresses people, and causes poverty.  

The focus is on the rights of individuals and 

looks at the underlying social causes. 

Meets basic needs. 

Treats the symptoms of social problems 

Calls for a response from individuals. 

 

http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/catholic-education/campus-ministry/tools-for-action/upload/cst-scripture-guide-donna-update-matt2.pdf
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The following Scripture references address the social issues we see today in society. 

Read the following Scripture references and complete the table below: 

 All people are created 
in the image of God and 

thus: 

Biblical References What do the readings say about the Social 
Teaching? 

Life and Dignity 
of the Human 

Person 

all human life, from 
conception to natural 

death, is sacred. 

Deuteronomy 10:17-19  

John 4:1-42  

James 2:1-8  

Call to Family, 
Community, and 

Participation 

are social creatures. 

Genesis 4:8-15  

Jeremiah 7:5-7  

1 Peter 4:8-11  

1 John 3:16-18  
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 All people are created 
in the image of God and 

thus: 

Biblical References What do the readings say about the Social 
Teaching? 

Rights and 
Responsibilities 

have the right to life.  
They also have a right to 

those things that 
preserve their dignity, or 

quality of life: food, 
shelter, health care, 

education, and 
meaningful employment.  
Corresponding to these 

rights are responsibilities. 

Isaiah 1:16-17  

Matthew 25: 31-46  

2 Corinthians 9:6-15  

Option for and 
with the Poor 

are called to put the 
needs of the poor and 

vulnerable first. 

Proverbs 31:8-9  

Luke 4:16-21  

Luke 6:20-23  



CC-CT550/4 

Worksheet may be copied for classroom use only. 
©Trish Bartlett 2020 
www.tbresources.com.au 

 

 All people are created 
in the image of God and 

thus: 

Biblical References What do the readings say about the Social 
Teaching? 

Dignity of Work 
and the Rights of 

Workers 

have the right to decent, 
meaningful work and fair 

wages. 

Deuteronomy 14:28-29  

Matthew 20:1-16  

Luke 3:10-14  

Solidarity 

belong to the one human 
family, whatever national, 
racial, ethnic, economic 

and ideological 
differences. 

At its core is the pursuit 
of justice and peace. 

Psalm 72  

Matthew 5:9  

Romans 13:8-10  

Care for God’s 
Creation 

are called to honour and 
protect our planet and its 

people—to live in 
relationship with all of 

God’s creation. 

Genesis 1:1-31  

Genesis 2:15  

Matthew 6:25-3  
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Love in Action 
 

 

Adapted from Catholic Social Teaching: Scripture Guide 

 

 

 

Catholic Social 
Teaching 

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE  

 

CHARITABLE WORKS 

Removes the root causes that attack human 

dignity, oppresses people, and causes poverty.  

The focus is on the rights of individuals and 

looks at the underlying social causes. 

Meets basic needs. 

Treats the symptoms of social problems 

Calls for a response from individuals. 

 

http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/catholic-education/campus-ministry/tools-for-action/upload/cst-scripture-guide-donna-update-matt2.pdf
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The following Scripture references address the social issues we see today in society. 

Read the following Scripture references and select the matching description from below and place in the table: 

 All people are created 
in the image of God and 

thus: 

Biblical References What do the readings say about the Social 
Teaching? 

Life and Dignity 
of the Human 

Person 

all human life, from 
conception to natural 

death, is sacred. 

Deuteronomy 10:17-19  

John 4:1-42  

James 2:1-8  

Call to Family, 
Community, and 

Participation 

are social creatures. 

Leviticus 25:23-43  

Jeremiah 7:5-7  

1 Peter 4:8-11  

1 John 3:16-18  
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 All people are created 
in the image of God and 

thus: 

Biblical References What do the readings say about the Social 
Teaching? 

Rights and 
Responsibilities 

have the right to life.  
They also have a right to 

those things that 
preserve their dignity, or 

quality of life: food, 
shelter, health care, 

education, and 
meaningful employment.  
Corresponding to these 

rights are responsibilities. 

Isaiah 1:16-17  

Matthew 25:31-46  

2 Corinthians 9:6-15  

Option for and 
with the Poor 

are called to put the 
needs of the poor and 

vulnerable first. 

Proverbs 31:8-9  

Luke 4:16-21  

Luke 6:20-23  

 



CC-CT550a/8 

Worksheet may be copied for classroom use only. 
©Trish Bartlett 2020 
www.tbresources.com.au 

 

 All people are created 
in the image of God and 

thus: 

Biblical References What do the readings say about the Social 
Teaching? 

Dignity of Work 
and the Rights of 

Workers 

have the right to decent, 
meaningful work and fair 

wages. 

Deuteronomy 14:28-29  

Matthew 20:1-16  

Luke 3:10-14  

Solidarity 

belong to the one human 
family, whatever national, 
racial, ethnic, economic 

and ideological 
differences. 

At its core is the pursuit 
of justice and peace. 

Psalm 72  

Matthew 5:9  

Romans 13:8-10  

Care for God’s 
Creation 

are called to honour and 
protect our planet and its 

people—to live in 
relationship with all of 

God’s creation. 

Genesis 1:1-31  

Genesis 2:15  

Matthew 6:25-3  
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Humans are commanded to care 
for God’s creation. 

Speak out in defence of the 
poor. 

God’s gifts are given to be 
shared. 

Just as you did it to the least of 
these, you did it to me. 

Seek justice, rescue the 
oppressed, defend the orphan, 
plead for the widow. 

We ought to lay down our lives 
for one another. 

Serve one another with the gifts 
you have received. 

If you act justly with one another, 
God will dwell in the land. 

What you own belongs to the 
Lord and is given for the good of 
all. 

Honour the poor. 
God loves the orphan, the 
widow, and the stranger.  You 
should too. 

Jesus broke with societal and 
religious customs to honour the 
dignity of the Samaritan woman. 

All workers should be paid a just 
and living wage. 

The Lord blesses our work so 
that we may share its fruits with 
others. 

Blessed are the poor, theirs is 
the kingdom of God. 

God made the heavens and the 
earth, and it was good. 

Living rightly means to love one 
another. 

Blessed are the peacemakers, 
they will be called children of 
God. 

Living in right relationship with 
others brings peace. 

Practise integrity in your work. 

God loves and cares for all of 
creation. 
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Solutions to Worksheet CC-CT550: Love in Action 

Note: A good activity for group work 

 All people are created in the 

image of God and thus: 
Biblical References  

Life and Dignity of 
the Human Person 

all human life, from conception 
to natural death, is sacred. 

Deuteronomy 10:17-19 God loves the orphan, the widow, and the stranger.  You should too. 

John 4:1-42 Jesus broke with societal and religious customs to honour the dignity of the 
Samaritan woman. 

James 2:1-8 Honour the poor. 

Call to Family, 
Community, and 

Participation 
are social creatures. 

Leviticus 25:23-43   What you own belongs to the Lord and is given for the good of all. 

Jeremiah 7:5-7 If you act justly with one another, God will dwell in the land. 

1 Peter 4:8-11 Serve one another with the gifts you have received. 

1 John 3:16-18 We ought to lay down our lives for one another. 

Rights and 
Responsibilities 

have the right to life.  They 

also have a right to those 
things that preserve their 

dignity, or quality of life: food, 
shelter, health care, education, 
and meaningful employment.  
Corresponding to these rights 

are responsibilities. 

Isaiah 1:16-17 Seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the 

widow. 

Matthew 25:31-46 Just as you did it to the least of these, you did it to me. 

2 Corinthians 9:6-15 God’s gifts are given to be shared. 

Option for and with 
the Poor 

are called to put the needs of 
the poor and vulnerable first. 

Proverbs 31:8-9 Speak out in defence of the poor. 

Luke 4:16-21 Jesus proclaims his mission: to bring good news to the poor and 
oppressed. 

Luke 6:20-23 Blessed are the poor, theirs is the kingdom of God. 
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Dignity of Work and 

the Rights of 
Workers 

have the right to decent, 

meaningful work and fair 
wages. 

Deuteronomy 14:28-29 The Lord blesses our work so that we may share its fruits with others. 

Matthew 20:1-16 All workers should be paid a just and living wage. 

Luke 3:10-14 Practise integrity in your work. 

Solidarity 

belong to the one human 
family, whatever national, 

racial, ethnic, economic and 
ideological differences. 

At its core is the pursuit of 
justice and peace. 

Psalm 72 Living in right relationship with others brings peace. 

Matthew 5:9 Blessed are the peacemakers, they will be called children of God. 

Romans 13:8-10 Living rightly means to love one another. 

Care for God’s 
Creation 

are called to honour and 

protect our planet and its 
people—to live in relationship 

with all of God’s creation. 

Genesis 1:1-31 God made the heavens and the earth, and it was good. 

Genesis 2:15 Humans are commanded to care for God’s creation. 

Matthew 6:25-3 God loves and cares for all of creation. 

 


