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Sacred Texts of Hinduism 
(Linked to PowerPoint DS69 Hindu Scriptures.) 

 

There is a great deal of variety in Indian sacred literature. It can, however, be 
divided into two main sources which reveal the Hindu story. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hindu Scriptures 

Smriti Shruti 

means means 

Contains… Contains… 

 

Texts include… Text include… 
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The Vedas 

The oldest literature of Indian thought is the Veda, a collection of religious and 
philosophical poems and hymns composed over several generations beginning as 
early as 3000 BC.  

 

Complied into four books: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contains… 

Records… 

 

Contains… 

Records… 

 

Contains… 

Records… 

 

Contains… 

Records… 
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The Upanishads, also known as Vedanta, are considered as ends of Vedas, and are 
spiritual contemplation of the same. 

 

The term is derived from 

Upa – meaning - _________ 

ni – meaning - _________ 

s(h)ad – meaning - _________ 

Therefore students… 

 

Upanishads are a collection of: 

• ________ 

• ____________ 

• Wise _______ 

• _____________ 

• ____________ of gurus 

 

Traditionally, how many Upanishads are believed to have been written? 
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Solutions to worksheet OR-H537: Sacred Texts of Hinduism 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hindu Scriptures 

Smriti Shruti 

Means 

'understanding' /  'what is 
heard' 

 

Means 

'memory' / 'what is 
remembered' 

 

Contains… 

knowledge revealed by 
Brahman, heard by 
sages, chanted and told 
as stories, and studied 
as divinely revealed 
truth. 

Contains… 

all other Hindu literature. 

 

Texts include… 

• Vedas 

• The Brahmanas 

• The Upanishads 

Text included: 
• History or Epics 

• Mythology 

• Law Codes 

• Tantras Sectarian  

• Manuals of Philosophy 
Scriptures 
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Rig Veda  

 

Contains… Mantras and Hymns   

 

Records… 

the creation of the world by the 
supreme entity Brahman.  

 

Sama Veda  

 

Contains… Songs and Hymns   

 

Records… 

the creation of the world by the 
supreme entity Brahman. 

Yajur Veda 

Contains…Priestly Instructions        

 

Records…  

sacrificial rituals, liturgical 
formulas and prayers. 

 

Atharva 

Contains…Hymns and Magic Spells   

 

Records… 

a collection of poetry of the 
Atharvan priests along with 
magic spells and popular 
medicinal rituals. 
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Upa –  near 

ni – down 

s(h)ad – to sit 

Students sit near their teacher to learn from the secret doctrine. 

 

Upanishads are a collection of: 

• views 

• philosophies 

• wise words 

• sayings 

• discussions of gurus. 

 

Traditionally, there are believed to be 108 Upanishads written. 

 


